Effects of DDAVP on movement planning and execution processes in the healthy elderly.
Effects of DDAVP on speed and consistency of planning and executing simple and complex movements in healthy older adults were studied. A simple reaction time (SRT) task, a single-plane movement task, and two tasks involving multiplane movements of distal upper extremities were performed with and/or without a 0.6 ml intranasal dose (60 micrograms) of DDAVP or placebo. Results indicated that DDAVP had no significant effect on speed or consistency of SRT processes, or the speed with which simple or complex movements were planned or executed. There was also no effect on retention of motor responses.